
  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/schill/3513606398/http://www.flickr.com/photos/schill/3513606398/
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„Pretty much the only good reason for a document to 
disappear from the Web is that the company which 
owned the domain name went out of business or can 
no longer afford to keep the server running. Then 
why are there so many dangling links in the world? 
Part of it is just lack of forethought.“

Tim Berners-Lee

http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html

http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html


  

CMS Junk
http:// www.tfgm.com/2009_news.cfm?news_id=9006838?submenuheader=3

http:// www.blackberry.com/btsc/search.do?cmd=displayKC&docType=kc&externalId=KB24960

http:// investor.apple.com/common/download/download.cfm?companyid=AAPL&fileid=461815& 
filekey=feebd045-32c3-49de-a9f3-3607a9c14645&filename=

http:// patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO2&Sect2=HITOFF&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO
%2Fsearch-adv.htm&r=1&p=1&f=G&l=50&d=PTXT&S1=7,836,044.PN.&OS=pn/7,836,044& 
RS=PN/7,836,044

https:// www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=websiteoptimizer&hl=en&continue=https
%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fanalytics%2Fsiteopt%2F%3Fet%3Dreset%26hl%3Den& 
utm_medium=et&utm_source=us-en-et-bizsol-0-biz1-all&utm_campaign=en

http:// webgrrrl.net//public/slider/addineyeV2.html? strBanner= gEbServerData=’1.0::244213::470804: 
:Site- 251/ Type- 11/470804_FE24BF70-4A2B- 4516- 84CD- 43AECF82EAC1.js::ExpBanner::0:: 
ebLoadScript(“ebPlayScript”,”http: / / ai656.insightexpressai.com/ adServer/ adServer.aspx?bannerID= 
18593 )::::0::-1::::0::0::0::37414:: 0 ;gEbBannerData= ’59194235810219241182137473531::1::300:: 250:::: ″ ′
webgrrrl.net::0::0::30::false::false::true::0::0 ;gEbInteractions= ‘[_ eyeblaster,http%3A// ′
ad.doubleclick.net/ click%253Bh%3Dv8/ 3575/ 3/ 0/ %252a/ d%253B110807295%253B0- 
0%253B0%253B16717987%253B4307- 300/ 250%253B21364406/ 21382296/ 1%253B%253B%257Eaopt
%253D2/ 0/ 3d3b/ 0%253B%257Esscs%253D%253f,]‘;ebBSmallS= ‘http%3A/ / ds.serving- sys.com/ 
BurstingScript/ ebBannerServing.js’;gEbDbgLvl= 0;gEbFlashVer= 9;gEbWMPVer= 10;gEbResolution= 
16;gEbTemplateName= ‘ExpBanner’;gEbAdUrl= ‘Site- 251/ Type- 11/ 470804_ FE24BF70- 4A2B- 4516- 
84CD- 43AECF82EAC1.js’;gEbDynamicResHost= ‘ds- ll.serving- sys.com’;gfEbUseCompression= 
true;gfEbCacheResources= true;gnEbLowBWLimit= 120;gnEbMinZIndex = 10000;



  

Meaningful URLs



  

http://www.ftc.gov/index.shtml

http://www.tfgm.com/index.cfm

http://w3schools.com/default.asp

http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/default.aspx

http://www.eclipse.org/legal/copyright.php

http://java.com/en/download/manual.jsp

Under the hood

ColdFusion

asp.net

java server pages

active server pages

server side includes

PHP

http://www.ftc.gov/index.shtml
http://www.tfgm.com/index.cfm
http://w3schools.com/default.asp
http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/default.aspx
http://www.eclipse.org/legal/copyright.php
http://java.com/en/download/manual.jsp


  

Default is HTML

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3620/3513606398_1f12ecfdc7_o.jpg

http://phpsec.org/php-security-guide.pdf

http://ftp.akl.lt/Video/Sintel/sintel-1024-surround.mp4

http://tools.ietf.org/rfc/rfc1738.txt

Content type

MPEG-4

PDF

plain text

JPEG

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3620/3513606398_1f12ecfdc7_o.jpg
http://phpsec.org/php-security-guide.pdf
http://ftp.akl.lt/Video/Sintel/sintel-1024-surround.mp4
http://tools.ietf.org/rfc/rfc1738.txt


  

State your case

http://en.wikipedia.org/WIKI/DARTHVADER

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/darthvader

http://en.wikipedia.org/Wiki/DarthVader

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darth_Vader

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/darth-vader



  

Make it hackable

http://mozillalabs.com/blog/2011/09/rescuefox-the-
value-of-a-prototype/

http://mozillalabs.com/blog/2011/09/

http://mozillalabs.com/blog/2011/

http://mozillalabs.com/blog/

http://mozillalabs.com/



  

Vanity URLs

For example:
/downloads
/documentation
/news
/press
/jobs
/about
/contact
/legal
/admin
/account



  

Namespaces

https://github.com/joindin/joind.in/commits/master

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/7616372/php-
creating-a-new-object-or-use-existing-one-if-isset

http://stackoverflow.com/questions/tagged/php

http://stackoverflow.com/users/220180/gremo



  

Long URLs



  

http://www.quora.com/How-do-sites-prevent-vanity-URLs-from-colliding-with-

http://www.quora.com/How-do-sites-prevent-vanity-URLs-from-colliding-with-


  

File structure



  

File structure



  

Pretty URLs

RewriteEngine On

# CodeIgniter
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-f
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-d
RewriteRule ^(.*)$ index.php?/$1 [L]

# WordPress
RewriteRule ^index\.php$ - [L]
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-f
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-d
RewriteRule . /index.php [L]

# Silex
Options -MultiViews
RewriteCond %{REQUEST_FILENAME} !-f
RewriteRule ^ index.php [L]



  

Accessing URL data

http://tastywhe.at/urldata.php/path/to/?p=1&q=0

$_SERVER['PATH_INFO']    /path/to/

$_SERVER['QUERY_STRING'] p=1&q=0

$_SERVER['REQUEST_URI']  /urldata.php/path/to/?p=1&q=0

$_GET                    Array
                            (
                                [p] => 1
                                [q] => 0
                            )

http://tastywhe.at/urldata.php/path/to/?p=1&q=0


  

Routing by  convention

/controller/method/argument1/argument2/...

class Videos extends Controller {

//...

  public function comments($vid=null,$cid=null,$action=null) {

    if( !$this->vm->exists($vid) ) {

      show_error('Video not found');

    }

//...
http://codeigniter.com/



  

Routing by implementation

$app = new Silex\Application();

$app->get('/blog/{id}', function($id) {
    // show blog post
});

$app->post('/blog/create', function () {
    // create blog post
});

$app->post('/blog/{id}/update', function ($id) {
    // update blog post
});

$app->get('/blog/{id}/delete', function ($id) {
    // delete blog post
});

$app->run();

http://silex-project.org/

http://silex-project.org/


  

And yes, it's also good for SEOFirefox

conference
Kate

William

OGV

mercurial

applications

Manchester United Manchester Cityfootball

PHPNW11

Pippa

PHP
PHPNW

WTF

git

CVS

REST

emacs

URL

RTFM

open source

resource

Mosaic

software
vim

programming

XML

Chromium
protocols

CURL

HTTP

apps
free as in speech

LOL

Webkit

mobile

BoF
JSON

web

links

IDE

free as in beer

community

development
Internet

RFC

HTML5

javascript

HATEOAS

codecs

IANA

URI
web

CfP

CSS3

FTW

W3C

subversion

user group

PHP



  

people look 25% of their time at the URL*

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=manchester
*ftp://ftp.research.microsoft.com/pub/tr/TR-2007-01.pdf

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=manchester
ftp://ftp.research.microsoft.com/pub/tr/TR-2007-01.pdf


  

@walterebert
walterebert.com

slideshare.net/walterebert

joind.in/3916

http://twitter.com/walterebert
http://walterebert.com/
http://slideshare.net/walterebert
http://joind.in/3916


  

Links

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/990321.html
http://www.adaptivepath.com/ideas/e000058
http://warpspire.com/posts/url-design/
http://www.jenitennison.com/blog/node/151
http://adactio.com/journal/4256/
http://adactio.com/journal/4346/
http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html
http://www.quora.com/How-do-sites-prevent-vanity-URLs-from-colliding- with-future-features
http://www.joshrussell.com/2009/10/15/list-of-urls-to-reserve-for-your-webapp/
http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc1738
http://www.w3.org/TR/2010/WD-html5-diff-20101019/#changes-2010-06-24

http://www.useit.com/alertbox/990321.html
http://www.adaptivepath.com/ideas/e000058
http://warpspire.com/posts/url-design/
http://www.jenitennison.com/blog/node/151
http://adactio.com/journal/4256/
http://adactio.com/journal/4346/
http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html
http://www.quora.com/How-do-sites-prevent-vanity-URLs-from-colliding-with-future-features
http://www.joshrussell.com/2009/10/15/list-of-urls-to-reserve-for-your-webapp/
http://tools.ietf.org/html/rfc1738
http://www.w3.org/TR/2010/WD-html5-diff-20101019/#changes-2010-06-24
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